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Fogle Inspires Pupils Learning from the Past
The adventurer spends a We devote a special feature
morning at Benenden to the study of Classics

Scientists Visit CERN
Physics students explore the
world-famous research centre



From the Headmistress

Welcome to the first volume of this year’s
magazine, which reflects the enormous breadth
and depth that a typical Benenden term
encompasses.

This Autumn has offered We are very grateful to the advertisers who have
us highlight after helped make this edition possible.

highlight, including
Sister Act (which graces
this issue’s cover) the
launch of the Choir’s
Christmas CD, the start

Our in-depth subject focus this issue is on Classics
— a subject that is hugely popular here at Benenden
but one that is often misunderstood by the public.
Hopefully this fascinating special section will

of construction on a
second Microlight, the trip to Grenada, speakers
including Clare Balding and Ben Fogle, the
Christmas fair — complete with Ferris wheel and ice
rink! — and, of course, election events aplenty.

It is always a pleasure to welcome our new girls to
Benenden and it is lovely to see them all settling in
so well. This term we have also welcomed three new
Heads of Department in Science and it is only
fitting that we devote some space in this issue to
finding out more about them and their vision for
their departments. Two events — the first Science
Soirée, in which we showcased pupils’ scientific
research projects and welcomed some eminent
industry experts, and the trip to CERN — were
wonderful examples of the aspirations we have for
our scientists at Benenden.

debunk some common myths about Classics!

Now that the new School Hall and Music School is
taking physical shape, excitement among the girls is
very much growing and it is lovely to read their
views about the new development.

In fact, it really is an extremely exciting time at
Benenden, with a great deal of new initiatives, ideas
and activities for the girls to engage with, and I am
delighted to welcome you to this edition.

With very best wishes

Samantha Price
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Annabel Kearsey, a member of the choir, 1s delighted to get
her hands on the first CD she features on

Choir Release
First Christmas

CD

Benenden schoolgirls aimed high in
the Christmas charts as their first

festive CD went on sale.

The Benenden Chapel Choir, comprising 36
pupils from Benenden School, saw their latest
album, Make We Merry, hit the shelves on 29
November.

Their first commercial CD, of David Bednall’s
Stabat Mater in 2016, earned critical acclaim,
including an Editor’s Choice award from
Gramophone, coverage on BBC Radio 3 and a
five-star review from Choir and Organ magazine.

This latest recording features the choir performing
original Christmas carols by three of the most
highly-regarded contemporary choral composers,
David Bednall, Bob Chilcott and Sarah Quartel.

Edward Whiting, Director of Music at Benenden,
said: “The response to the first CD was excellent
and if we can get anywhere near that reaction
again then we will be delighted.

“This is very much the second album we wanted
to make. In many ways it’s more accessible than
Stabat Mater: it’s more upbeat, involves more
instruments and we think it’s great fun. We hope
the listening public agree!”

capture the magic of our c

wm a medwm that will outlast o
Benenden careers is very special an

One of the sleeve pictures
captures a quintessentially
festive Benenden scene!

The album was recorded over four days in March
in two locations — Tonbridge School’s Chapel and
St Dunstan’s Church in Cranbrook — to suit the
styles of the different pieces.

It also features some of the foremost young
instrumentalists on the UK scene — London
Metropolitan Brass, who trained at the Royal
Academy of Music, cellist Rebecca McNaught
and percussionist Kizzy Brooks.

Headmistress Samantha Price said: “We are
incredibly proud of the girls; they have put an
enormous amount of work into this CD and they
have inspired the younger girls to follow their
example in years to come.

“It will be the perfect soundtrack to my family
Christmas, and I hope to many other families’
festive celebrations.”

The recording, released through Regent
Records, is available to buy on CD from
classical music retailers and from the
School and is widely available online (see
full list at www.benenden.school/merry)

“The opportunity to

such an honour.”

«

Not many leenag
get an opportunity to have a ¢
of their own performance on CD

general release. We have been waiting

long time for the final edit and we’re incre
excited! Who knows - perhaps it might ev
be a Christmas Number One album!”

SCHOOL NEWS

Success at ESU Debating
Competition

In November Catherine Pearce,
Oreoluwa Adeogun and Roya
Power competed in the first round
of the ESU Debating competition.
They made a very strong case
against compulsory voting and
successfully qualified through to
the next round as one of the top
three schools.

The ESU Debating competition
is the oldest national debating
competition in the UK and
hundreds of schools up and down
the country take part in a series of
local, area, regional and national
rounds.

R efurbishments in
Marshall

Our Estates Team were busy over
Half Term carrying out some
refurbishment work on the toilets
and washrooms in Marshall.

This is part of our boarding
houses refurbishment programme,
which began with new Hemsted
washrooms last year, and we look
forward to bringing other houses’
facilities up to this standard.

DofE Volunteering
Garden Project

A group of girls have dedicated
their volunteering work to creating
a peaceful garden on the school
grounds where the students and
staff can relax and get away from
the stresses of everyday life.

As part of this project they are
creating a geodesic-domed green
house to culture new plants for the
garden.

Benenden Features on
the BBC

Benenden featured on the Sunday
Politics show in September.

The programme looked at our
partnership work with The

John Wallis Church of England
Academy as part of a discussion
about the Labour Party’s proposals
for private schools.
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TES Independent Schools
Awards Finalist

We were delighted to be informed
in November that we are a finalist
at the TES Independent Schools
Awards, in the Independent-State
School Partnership section, for our
work with The John Wallis Church
of England Academy.

Competition for the awards has
been fierce with TES editor Ann
Mroz saying: “The schools that have
been shortlisted should be proud —
it’s a remarkable achievement.”

We will be up against seven other
schools in our category at the
ceremony in London on 7 February:.

Scholarship Lunch

The Scholarship Group meets twice
a term for an informal lunch in the
Café, discussing ideas and puzzles
related to our theme.

This year our theme is the
Benenden Futures Institute and
students have been set the task to
research and evaluate issues that
humanity will face in the future.

The girls had some excellent ideas
during discussion, ranging from
climate change-related issues to
artificial intelligence. They have
even come up with ideas for
potential solutions to these problems
and will continue to work on these.

Celebrating the
International Year of the
Periodic Table

In October the whole School took
part in singing the Elements song to
celebrate International Year of the
Periodic Table.

After a fairly speedy start and great
enthusiasm from the students the
second run-through involved all
year groups standing up and singing
a verse, along with the staff.

Research says that singing is good
for mental wellbeing and there
certainly was enjoyment in this
fusion of science and music!

British Council Mandarin
Speaking Competition

Three of our outstanding and
highly committed Mandarin
students, Zaza Sunthornsarathun,
Carlotta Wright and Yun Kim,
represented Benenden and

took part in the British Council
Mandarin Speaking Competition in
December.

We are now awaiting the results.

SIST

Sister Act fever engulfed the site! The School Musical was, as ever, top
quality and wouldn’t have looked out of place on a West End stage.

Here we talk to some of the girls involved in the performance.

R

P ps the most pressure on he
shoulders playing the lead role of Deloris.

- After the cast list was released and
a short meeting at the end of the !

Summer Term commenced, the
Sister Act cast were tasked with
learning lines and lyrics before the
start of term.

Excited and (mostly) prepared,
three months of intense, tiring but
very fun rehearsals ensued and
after what seemed like no time at
all, show week arrived and four
performances awaited us...

The rehearsal process was not
only enjoyable but all of us learnt
so much from the experience and
our singing, acting and dancing
improved massively. We built up
great friendships and the cast
became very close.

Doing a comedy was a contrast
to Les Misérables and The Sound
of Music, but the best thing about
it was that there was always
something hilarious to laugh
about in rehearsals. This was our
first musical with lots of dancing
in it and the cast was hesitant at
first as it took a while to master
doing all three disciplines at once.
However, in the end our most
enjoyable scenes were those with
the big routines in them.

Despite exhaustion
and many of the

cast falling ill, the
performances werea
success and we wer(_;.: g
very sad whenwe
knew it was over. For =
the Six Ones and Six
Twos, it was our last
Benenden Musical,
making closing night
even more emotional,
but we already can’t
wait to come back and
watch the next one!

The Benenden Musical

is always entertaining
and a pleasure to be a
part of and although

I have enjoyed being

a part of previous
productions, the cast

and I definitely feel like
this was one to remember.

I, on behalf of Team Sister Act,
want to say a massive thank you
to Mrs Lennon, Mr Whiting, Miss
Lawman and Mr Fitz for all the
support and direction they gave
us — it wouldn’t have been possible
without them!

Jinn Ong, Heather Wong, Honor Longmore,
Andrea Arnesen and Lexie Dykes

CT

At the end of November the School was taken over by singing nuns as
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SCHOOL NEWS

Two members of the Tech Team, Nicole Lee and Anna Stuttaford,

4
discuss being sound and lighting operators. = .
4 ‘ Minna Named as Young
NG Economist of the Year
Six Two Minna Moody-Stuart
fought off competition from
around the world to be selected
as the overall winner of the
Young Economist of the Year

competition.

The competition is run by the
Royal Economic Society (RES)
in association with the Financial
Times and is open to all Year 12

e Ensemble and Year 13 students studying
A Level either in the UK or

girls involved in internationally.
Lights h Bt '
the ProcsCily Entrants were asked to submit a
set changes TR oSt 1,500 word essay on one of five
titles.
audience .
members radio mics Minna’s winning entry was the

topic of “The Universal Basic
Income is the best solution

to handle the large scale
displacement of labour due to
automation in the coming years.
Do you agree?’

band members in
| costume changes v
reating a musical and all the ' the pit

" laughter! We also don’t have the male staff member
2 g sound cues
“stress of having to learn lots of dressed as a woman
ines or put it all together, which
5 we have all seen takes a great

- ‘amount of hard work.

; ;roductlon work that goes into

Minna said: “The entire process
was hugely rewarding and I

would really encourage others

to be ambitious and find similar
opportunities to be challenged and
stretched!”

: Audience view Audience view
Sister Act has been a great
production to be a part of and I
' think everyone can agree that the
= jsf<sshow was absolutely spectacular
@ from start to finish, and really Tom Falcon : P
highlighted just how much effort, LA Her essay was published on the
93; from all the cast and crew, has i | N3 Financial Times website.
gone into such a wonderful

“}p g guanes % 7 f Upper Fifth Learn About
P p 2 $% LN in . Financial Planning
":";‘Z“ﬂ ST \ The Upper Fifth have been

. A / learning how financial plans need
to be adapted for different stages
in life, family circumstances,
financial circumstances and level

Prapai Buri

of income and expenditure as part
of their Finance classes.

To put this all into practice, in
September they interviewed a
variety of Benenden staff and
made suggestions regarding
potentially suitable financial
products for their different
situations.

Tatler Praises Food and
Sport

Benenden is delighted that the
quality of its food has been

recognised in the annual Tatler
Schools Awards.

The School was named as a finalist
in the Best Food category at the
awards held in October at the
Landmark London, Marylebone
Road.

The following week the magazine
N declared the School as one of the
from left: Ella Allfrey, Praew Kambhato, Arielle Levack, Mia MacLeay, best schools for future Olympians,

Smith, Sophie Southall, Jessica Popoola, Leia Baig, Honor Longmore, ) saying: “Benenden’s stellar Olympic

Lexie Dykes, Sophie Apthorp, Rachel Mak and Daisy Smither : pedigree is without doubt”.
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Girls Excel in New Exam

All Benenden students recently
entered for a new language exam
have passed with a Merit or
Distinction grade, including Six Two
Mariena Teo who won a coveted
Best Candidate Award.

The eight entrants flourished in the
Chartered Institute of Linguistics
(CIOL) Real Lives exam series

— a brand new format for testing
practical, applied language skills in
real-life scenarios.

The exam series is based on
situations which have authenticity
and urgency which will appeal

to students who don’t always
immediately recognise the usefulness
and relevance of learning another
language. This year the focus was on
listening skills.

All candidates receive a certificate
from the Chartered Institute of
Linguists and Mariena was invited
to the awards evening in November
in London.

Iona Wins Prize in Poetry
Competition

In September Six One Iona

Warne was awarded Bronze in the
Canterbury Festival Schools’ Poetry
Competition - a competition that
received more than 1,000 entries.

The theme of the competition was
‘moon voyage’ - inspired by the 50th
anniversary of the first manned
mission to land on the Moon which
took place on 20 July 1969.

Iona said: “I've never really
considered myself a poet, so this
award was surprising and extremely
flattering.”

Iona read out her poem at a
presentation evening at the
University of Kent.

Laura in the Studio For
Blockbuster Movie

Marshall Hm and Teacher of Music
Laura Bursey Faulkner had an
eventful Half Term at AIR Studios
in London, where she was recording
the soundtrack to the new Dolittle
film that is due to be released in
January 2020.

The film stars the likes of Robert
Downey Jr, Antonio Banderas,
Michael Sheen, Ralph Fiennes and
Emma Thompson.

Benenden Commemorates

War Pilot Who Died
Saving the School

Pupils from Benenden School held a special
Remembrance Sunday service in honour of a
French pilot who died while saving the school
buildings from a doodlebug 75 years ago.

Capitaine Jean Maridor with .his

can Lambourn; he died
eight days before the couple were
due to marry in 1944

Dignitaries and relatives joined pupils and staff
to pay tribute to the ultimate sacrifice made by
Clapitaine Jean Maridor (Free French).

On 3 August 1944 Capt Maridor, a pilot with 91
Squadron RAF, died while successfully preventing a
flying bomb from hitting its target: the buildings of
Benenden School which at the time were being used
as a wartime military hospital.

Flying over the coast at Rye, he spotted a V1

flying bomb and set about the chase in his Spitfire.
He made repeated attempts to shoot it down but
was unable to ground it. As it neared the school
buildings, which at the time had a large red cross on
the roof, he closed to within 50 metres and let off

a final salvo. The resulting explosion destroyed the
doodlebug but also tore off the Spitfire’s right wing,
sending it plummeting to the ground.

Capt Maridor died in the crash. It was eight days
before he was due to marry his fiancée, WAAF
Section Office Jean Lambourn.

Among the guests to Benenden were members of
Jean Lambourn’s family as well as Colonel Patrice
Hugret, the French Air Attaché, and Group Captain
Mike Foster who was representing the Royal Air
Force.

In the presence of staff, pupils and the School’s
Combined Cadet Force, Katie Stewart, the
daughter of Jean Lambourn, unveiled a plaque

in memory of Cpt Maridor. Guests also had the
opportunity to view some of the artefacts and
archive material the School has on file about Capt
Maridor.

%
Headmistress Samantha Price said: “As a School 23

and as a wider community, we are forever grateful
for the ultimate sacrifice paid by Capt Maridor.
In this anniversary year, it was entirely fitting for
us to come together on Remembrance Sunday

to celebrate the life of Capt Maridor and his
astonishing bravery which undoubtedly saved the
lives of many.”

The CCF marches to the plaque unveiling ceremony

Top photo: Dignitaries at Benenden School with the
new plaque honouring Capitaine Jean Maridor.
From left, Group Captain Mike Foster representing
the Royal Air Force; The Rev Iori Price; Charles
and Sarah Perrott (niece of Capt Maridor’s fiancée);
Katie (daughter of Capt Maridor’s fiancée) and Will
Stewart; Benenden Headmistress Samantha Price;
Colonel Patrice Hugret, the French Air Attaché

Mrs Stewart said: “It was a lovely tribute and a very
moving service. I'm just so happy that the School
keeps the memory alive, it’s such an important
thing.”



Jor the next few years. I've really tried to
throw myself into everything at Benenden -

Benenden girls celebrated some excellent GCSE resu
Pictured are JB van Pelt, Heather Wong and Jessica Plat

GCSEs and
A Levels 2019

We were delighted to return to School in
September on the back of another strong
year of exam results in the summer.

Some of the top A Level pe1fol mers at Benenden School. Lexi Hardee, Bea Fair,
Millie Metherell, Florrie Barker and Mimi Nation-Dixon

A Level

* 24 per cent of grades were A*, the highest grade available.
* 56 per cent of grades were A* to A.
» 80 per cent of grades were A* to B.

In this year’s results almost a quarter of all grades were at A* — the highest level —
while more than half were A* or A. Overall, 80 per cent of grades were A*-B.

These impressive results come against the backdrop of a tough national picture, with
the proportion of top grades falling to their lowest level in a decade amid the biggest
reform of exams for a generation.

This summer marked the third and final year of these reforms, with the exception of
a few foreign language qualifications this year, which are aimed at making the courses
tougher. Students had to adjust to new qualifications with new, more challenging
content and modules being removed to place greater emphasis on final exams.

As ever, Benenden results included numerous stories of individual achievement.
Twenty-three students gained two or more A* grades, with two of these girls gaining
four A*s each and six gaining three A*s each. An incredible 63 girls gained ABB
grades or above

Ninety per cent of girls achieved their first or second choice of university destination.
The cohort of 94 students is going on to study subjects as diverse as Medicine,
Engineering, Computer Science, Finance, Liberal Arts, International Relations,
Geography and Social Anthropology, and Animal Behaviour and Welfare. One girl
will be studying Sport (Sports Performance) and is currently training with the rowing
squad at Team GB as well as playing Lacrosse for Wales.

Studying abroad is a popular option, with a number

of students off to the US, including one to Yale, as

well as one to McGill in Canada and another to
Australia.

“I'm happy, relieved
and very excited for what 1t means

Headmistress Samantha Price said: “Many
congratulations to our students on their
excellent performances this year.

it pard off and I've loved every munute.”

“We know the Class of 2019 will go out and
make a hugely positive difference in the world.”

GCSE

* 35 per cent of all grades were at Level 9

* 60 per cent of all grades were at Levels 9 and 8

* 20 per cent of girls achieved nothing less than a
Level 8 grade in the subjects graded 9-1.

As reforms to the exam system make GCSEs tougher
than ever before, pupils at Benenden excelled in the
summer, achieving an increase in the proportion of top
marks.

A third of all results were awarded the coveted Level

9 — the new top grade introduced as part of Government
reforms aimed at making GCSEs more challenging. This
rose from 30 per cent last year.

Opverall, 60 per cent of all grades were at Levels 9 and
8, which are equivalent to an A* on the old system.
This represents an improvement on last year’s excellent
results, when 57 per cent of grades were at this level.
Overall, 78 per cent of all grades were at Levels 9-7
(equivalent to an A under the old system).

Headmistress Samantha Price said: “What a wonderful
set of results! The girls should be immensely proud that
all their enormous hard work and dedication has paid off
so incredibly.”

Twenty per cent (18 girls) of the 89 girls in the year
achieved nothing less than a Level 8 grade in the subjects
graded 9-1.

Three other girls achieved at least ten of the new Level
9s, with 11 more celebrating at least nine Level 9s each.

The school’s value added — what it adds to what a
student might be expected to gain —is 1.04. This means
for each subject, each girl is gaining on average one
whole grade above what she might otherwise have
achieved.

Most girls at Benenden take at least ten GCSEs,
complementing this with some optional qualifications
such as the Extended Project, a short course in
economics and financial literacy accredited by the
Institute for Fiscal Studies, a Further Maths qualification
and the chance to study other languages such as Russian,
Arabic, Korean and Japanese.

“I thought it was an
accident! I keep thinking I'm going to
refresh the page and they’re going to go down.”



Professional Skills Programme

Our innovative Professional Skills Programme teaches Sixth Form
pupils the practical skills they need to thrive in the workplace. Six
Two Georgie Nunn gives us a rundown on what it has covered so far.

In the and persuasive, personal statement.

Professional
Skills
Programme
this term, the
whole of the
Sixth Form
have received
training
on some

- extremely

Th:xl'z are always pl(—":nty
of smiles in Professional /
s /=

Skills Programme session:
1 T—— ———

important

skills from a
broad range
of speakers.

Starting in September, we had multiple
sessions with a few speakers, including
one from Durham University, to talk
to us about how to write an impressive,

—

Chris Davies, a graduate coach,
then taught us how to kick-start our
careers post-university.

We also learnt how to stand out
from other employees and get ahead
of everyone else when we become
graduates. Mrs Northridge gave

us a talk on financial issues for a
university student. We all took away
really useful ways to financially
manage the next part of our life.

We were also taught how to use Excel
in the workplace by Mr Chéneau-
Chateau; a really important skill for our
generation’s future.

Our most recent speaker was Phil Parker
from the Lightning Process — a training

The Launch of the Enterprise Challenge

Graduate Coach Chris Davies talked a*out y

kick-starting

ty /

{ .
your career aften UaneI‘S

course that focuses on the science behind
how the brain and body interact. We
were really lucky to have him come to
Benenden and teach us a range of ways
to manage stress and anxiety during A
Levels.

— L 7

g

The end of the Autumn Term saw the launch of the hotly-anticipated Enterprise

Challenge. Part of the Professional Skills Programme, this challenges Six One girls to

set up and run their own businesses.

The girls have been split into 12 groups and each group has

to come up with a business idea and then — through research,
product development, digital marketing and various other avenues
— develop it over the Spring Term.

During this time there will be a round of preliminary pitches

to an internal panel in which the teams present their businesses
before they are whittled down to a select few for a grand Dragon’s
Den-style final at the end of the Spring Term.

Last year’s winning team — Benenden Bottoms, who sold navy
tracksuits with Benenden printed across the bottom in pink — were
so successful their business is still running and taking orders!

You can look forward to a detailed report on the Enterprise
Challenge in the next issue of The Term.



Alexandiih Hamilton spoke on her visit to Melton Labs

— RN
Saiesha Gupta talked about developing
green batteries using Tonic Liquids

Scarlett Mansfield and Josie Fernau talk

'c'tb()l‘lt' their genome decoders and colloidal
stability proje

STEM Research Soirée

At the start of December we held the first Benenden
STEM Research Soirée, in which girls gave presentations

about their research projects and industry experts offered
their guidance and experience.

You might have thought you were
witnessing university presentations as
eight students from Benenden - Alexandra
Hamilton, Scarlett Mansfield, Josie
Fernau, Fara Bakare, Saiesha Gupta, Lily
Phillips, Lucy Elliot and Cordelia Cook

- presented their research projects across
STEM subjects.

The girls were incredibly impressive

and showed what innovative work they
have carried out, led and directed by

Sue Harris, our Coordinator of STEM
Outreach. We were joined by students
from The John Wallis Church of England
Academy who presented on their Nuffield
Research Placements.

The keynote speech was given by

Sue Harris, our Coordinator of STEM
Outreach, talks to girls before the Soirée

Professor Steve Rose from the University
of Oxford and Imperial College, in which
he encouraged students to take part in
STEM work where the answer isn’t at the
back of the book!

Professor Martin Snowden and Dr
Nazanin Zand from Greenwich University i
and Professor Robert Palgrave from d

UCL joined Professor Rose in a speed Professor Becky :
mentoring session which was so interesting Physics, talks to the audience
and inspiring for our students.

Thanks to the support from parents who
attended and we hope to make this a
regular event since so many students are
inspired and excited to get involved in the
range of STEM research projects running
here at Benenden.

The STEM Research Soirée was a
chance for girls to showcase the
amazing work they have been doing
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In December the Upper Fourths went on a trail of {
Gothlc clues around the site durlng Enghsh
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During the second half of term the Upper Fourth
studied Gothic literature in English. Inspired by the

likes of Dickens, Bronté and Poe, in December it

was their turn to get creative and make their own

films, using the Gothic surroundings of the School.
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Catering for oII your gardenlng needs specialising in Bespoke Garden Mclnfenqnce Soft
Landscaping, Fencing and Hedge Maintenance/Planting. Contact Jonathan Bradford on:

07872 947 460 bay-gs@outlook.com H @BayGardenServices




CLASSICS

WHAT A GLASSIC!

Over the next six
pages we explore
the fascinating — and
- incredibly popular —
- subject of Classics.




CLASSICS

The Classics Team: from left Danielle Fairey,
Joelle Gilbert and Martha Burns

‘It Covers Every Skill Set You Need’:

A Focus on Classics

It is quite apt that, as a Head of Department for a subject

as broad and wide ranging as Classics, Joelle Gilbert has a

variety of interests in which she 1s very adept in her own

right.

A keen violin and piano player, a Choral
Scholar at Cambridge, a high-level Hockey
player and qualified rugby referee, Mrs
Gilbert worked in the Intelligence Corps of
the Army before fate intervened that led her
on a path to working here at Benenden.

As she was about to embark on a Gap Year,
Mrs Gilbert was contacted by a friend at
Eastbourne College who, knowing she had
just graduated from studying Classics at
Cambridge, told her there was a job teaching
Classics available at the college.

Mrs Gilbert applied for the job, ended up
working there for seven years, becoming
Head of Greek and meeting her future
husband at the school.

A love of Classics was cemented in her early
teens, but it was at A Level that Mrs Gilbert
decided the subject was what she was really
interested in, and she is quick to state its
importance.

“Classics is a subject that is the bedrock of

all subjects in the curriculum,” she explains.
“Maths, Science, Engineering, Art and
Architecture, Literature, Philosophy, Religion,
and of course Languages — all of these are
encapsulated by the study of ancient Greece

and Rome — and it is hard, if not impossible,

to find a subject that can possibly rival this.”

Mrs Gilbert has now been at Benenden for
just over seven years, during which time she
has seen a variety of changes.

“Girls in the Lower Fifth now have a

choice whether to study Latin or Classical
Civilisation, and Classical Civilisation has
been introduced at GCSE. In my opinion
this opens up Classics to a wider audience — I
do understand that Latin and Greek are not
for everyone — and now pupils can still study
the ancient world in translation, expanding
their knowledge and analytical skills, and
thoroughly enjoy the sheer breadth and
depth of the subject.”

She adds: “We haven’t had a Classics trip for
a few years, so everyone is very excited for
our trip to Rome and Pompeii.” (see page 17)

The subject has had exceptional exam results
in recent years at Benenden and Mrs Gilbert
is quick to make sure she and her team don’t
rest on their laurels.

“As a department we expect high standards
at all times,” she says. “Between the three
of us in the team we have excellent subject

knowledge and I think we are a great team
and really work well together.”

“We try to be innovative, so for instance
we will do things like grammar raps with
the girls to try to make the subject more
memorable,” she adds.

It seems to be working, as aside from the
first-rate results at GCSE and A Level, there
are currently 59 girls studying at GCSE, and
four Six Twos are looking to study Classics at
university.

In an environment where girls are
encouraged to push themselves and step
outside their comfort zone it is easy to see
why the subject is becoming increasingly
popular, as Mrs Gilbert explains: “The girls
really enjoy Classics. They know it is tough
and that it can be challenging, but it helps
them develop skills they can apply to any
subject.”



CLASSICS

“I'hese Languages
Are Not Dead!’

When their teacher
throws them the
grammar rat, pupils
have to answer a
Classics question!

The diversity of the study of Classics is
what sets it apart. It is a subject that allows
us to glimpse into bygone eras, but also

to open our eyes into humanity itself, and
aspects of humanity that can be both
familiar and shockingly foreign.

The Upper Fourth
explored the Latin
meanings hidden in the It allows us to engage in conversations
Harry Potter series that have been going on for millennia.
This could be anything from if war is
ever justified, to how democracy should
function or the poor behaviour of youths
(a situation bemoaned by Socrates) and to
hopefully learn from the past and apply to
the modern world.

How Classics is studied at Benenden

Classics is truly interdisciplinary, long
before the word itself was even invented,

Year and the skills learnt as a result are
Fourth All girls - Latin immeasurable. Critical thinking and

. . complex problem-solving, an ability to
Upper Fourth Allgirls - Latin balaice apdetailed analyfis with binicture
Lower Fifth (GCSE Al girls — Latin or Classical Civilisation; Top set Latin also thinking, high levels of analysis and
Foundation Year) study Greek communication — it sounds too good to
Fifth (GCSE) Latin, Greek and Classical Civilisation are all options be true (akin to the CVs of those on the
Upper Eifth (GESE)) Latin) Greek and|Glassieall Civilisation arelall options At (i i ween iy e @, ered!

really ought to put an end to the unhelpful

Six One (A Level) Latin and Greek are options questions such as ‘why study dead
Six Two (A Level) Latin and Greek are options languages?’. These languages are not dead!

To summarise the variety in careers

that can come from having a Classics
background, one has to look no further
than JK Rowling, Chris Martin, Baroness
Greenfield, Robert Millikan, Jonathan
Evans, Sigmund Freud and Karl Marx.

Many of the world’s greatest thinkers,
Qualification scientists, writers and problem-solvers had

GCSE - 2018 Gk 1) Bmimsis, (6 ool O, 4 Lzvell Bis a love for the ancient world.

Latin: 20 Entrants. 11 Level 9s, 7 Level 8s, 2, Level 7s
GCSE - 2019 Greek: 1 Entrant. 1 Level 9

Latin: 22 Entrants. 13 Level 9s, 8 Level 8s, 1 Level 7

A Level - 2018 Greek: 3 Entrants. 3 As.
Latin: 9 Entrants. 5 A*s, 1 A, 2 Bs, 1 C

A Level - 2019 Latin: 4 Entrants. 1 A*, 3 As




CLASSICS As part of the Diploma theme of Growth, Latin students in the Upper Fourth
explore the growth of Harry Potter, written by Classicist ] K Rowling

Lower School Girls Love Latin!

Latin 1s a new subject for many of the girls when they join Benenden at Fourth and

they soon realise how valuable it can be.

Latin has helped us in many different subjects.
We have been looking at Diploma themes which
include Growth and Journeys. Our grammar
skills have been improved considerably by
coming up with small rhymes and dances to
help us remember tenses and more.

Latin has helped us in creative writing and
languages. In English when we are set a
creative writing task I am now more confident
after learning Latin.

This is because I now can think of all the different ways that we
translate Latin sentences to English ones. This includes VSO (verb,
subject, object) — they are put in that order because this is the order
when you analyse a sentence. It has also helped me in Languages
as many of the words and vocabulary we learn are similar to the
vocabulary we may learn in Spanish and French.

In Latin we have been linking to our Diploma theme but in a way
that is more disguised than in many of the other subjects.

In the second term of Fourths we looked at Journeys and that was
all about different Roman stories or leaders that had been on more
extreme journeys than we would come across today. We have also
been thinking about change. We did this by looking at Roman
education and how it has changed compared to education today.

In conclusion Latin has helped us in so many ways, which is one of
the reasons I enjoy it so much. It also involves every student in each
lesson.

Latin has taught me, and many others, more than expected and we
can’t wait to continue it again next term.

Martha Dutton, Upper Fourth

When I first joined Benenden, I was
a complete beginner in Latin so the
first few lessons were a bit confusing.
However, we all quickly adjusted and
since the classes were lots of fun, we
began improving at a fast pace.

We started by learning about verbs and
grammar at the same time as doing
weekly tests to help our vocabulary knowledge. Throughout
the year we learnt more verbs and continued to improve our
understanding of sentence structures, tenses, cases etc.

In our Latin lessons, we have done a few enquiry topics, which
has helped bring the language to life. Learning it through
these topics also helped us with the Benenden Diploma. In the
first term, following the theme of Identity, we learnt how to
describe ourselves, our pets and our families, and in the second
term we learnt about the journeys of Odysseus. This was fun
as we became experts in our own journey and others could
present their posters and teach us about theirs as well.

During the year, we did a lot of pair/group work and this was
also useful since we could help each other learn faster and not
make as many mistakes.

Studying Latin has helped me understand how English has
evolved from Latin, both in language structure and vocabulary
(therefore helping me with both). It has also helped me learn
more about our history.

Dina Power, Upper Fourth



Two Benenden Seniors explain their pursuit

of Classics at university and beyond.

CLASSICS

‘I could study many different things’

It is really not easy to know exactly what
you want to study for the next three or
four years of your life when you're 17.
That certainly was the case for me.

I'loved my Latin and Greek lessons at
Benenden and as a result, I toyed with the
idea of studying those languages further at
university level. It then came as a very
pleasant discovery that a Cla:

did not mer ist of the studs

Instead of focusing on a single discipline,
through a Classics degree I would be able
1dy many different things, which I
was reluctant to give up, all under the
umbrella of the same deg
opportunity I didn’t really come across
when browsing other UK undergraduate
courses.

Oxford was then the university of choice
for me — I loved the city and the faculty
when I visited on the open day, and the
four-year degree instead of the typical
three years in the UK was an added
bonus. I am of the completely unbiased
opinion that to study Classics at Oxford is
an unparalleled experience — nowhere else
would you really be able to debate your

tutorials in the Ashmolean Museum.

Through the generous university grants in
my second year I was even able to travel
to Rome fully-funded to gain a better
understanding of the Roman history and
art modules I was taking at the time.

Four years after beginning my C

degree, I am again faced with the prospect
of what to do with my life after

graduatin

1

lacking in all those years ago.

I still have no clue what I want to do in
life, but who really does? And who even
needs to know how the next few years of
their life will even pan out?

What I do know is that it is important now
more than ever to retain an open mind,
and I am grateful for all the years I spent
interrogating and exploring the different
perspectives of the ancient world and
peoples, who were certainly not as

different from us > might first th

Nadia Chang, who left Benenden in
2015 and graduated from Oxford

Nadia Chang at the Colosséunl, a visit funded -‘.' ide

through an Oxford University grant

s with world experts in a one-on-one

this year

tutorial setting or have ancient art

PN AT T e

‘My spark of inspiration must be attributed to Classics’

“What languages do you study?”

The pet peeve of a Linguistics student. Studying Linguistics at Cambridge
— the theory of how language works universally — means that I do not have
to specialise in any specific language; I am allowed to quench my thirst for
cross-linguistic grammatical knowledge. However, my spark of inspiration

must be attributed to Classics.

Having done Latin to A Level, language structure and grammar have
fascinated me with its paradoxically simultaneous complexity and
simplicity. Humans tend to seek the most straightforward solution, to
minimise computational effort.

This drive for ‘simplicity’ in cognitive terms often results in linguistic
complexity: Latin has five declensions for nouns alone, not to mention
verb conjugations and other grammatical features. Latin has shaped most
of the modern European languages and has influenced the inflectional
morphology (ie forming past tenses, plurals etc) and phonology (ie
pronunciation) of languages such as French, Spanish, Italian and many
more.

The overall regularity one observes in classical grammar helped me realise
my love of linguistic analysis and pattern spotting — a skillset central to the
study of languages and encouraged me to dip my toe into Linguistics. As it
turns out, I didn’t look back.

Other than assisting me with grammatical
terminology, and giving me a historical
framework of European languages, Classics

has helped me appreciate language: Greek and
Latin were used millennia ago, and yet it inspires
academic research to this day.

I think this fact alone encapsulates the beauty
and mystery that language has to offer as

a human means of communication and
expression — no other species has yet displayed
such an affinity for words and sentences, and it allows us to communicate
with generations past and future.

hj;u 3

Inspirational

Linguistics is not just hours of hard-core grammar lessons — we look into
the history of language, the psychology and human neurology of language
acquisition, processing and production. I have found this deeply rewarding
and eye-opening.

How do people know how to use language? How has our use of language
changed since the Greeks? Why?

Steph Jat, who left Benenden in 2018 and is studying
Linguistics at Cambridge



CLASSICS

I have always enjoyed Classics and I am really hoping to
continue it at university.

The concept of unlocking the mysteries of the
ancient world by delving into the variations of
antiquity such as art, culture, archaeology and

L dichioddncssotdicsubject; Fhetearcodnany: literature constantly draws me towards Classics.

different directions in which you can take your study of
Classics, allowing you to specialise in the parts you really
enjoy.

Looking at ancient frescoes in Pompeii allowed
me to explore this. Learning more about, and
seeing, Roman painting was eye-opening since I had not paid
much attention to it before, but it was a whole other fascinating
area of Classics to be explored.

I particularly like the literature side. I enjoy comparing classical literature with
modern poems, plays and novels which I study in English Literature.

Reading the lite.rature in its original. language. hugely.enhances my analysi.s All these different areas complement one another very nicely as
and understanding of the text. I enjoy the philosophical and ethical questions you find parallels between them but there are some contradictions
that arise from ancient literature. At university I will be able to take this that correct knowledge you thought you knew for sure.

further as there is a big focus on Philosophy in a Classics degree. = ) - : :
Therefore Classicists are continuously making new discoveries and

I do enjoy the language side as well as it is a nice break from essay writing and questioning ‘concrete’ facts so the subject is far from dead! Classics
demands a logic and patience which is different to literature. I have found has something for everyone; as Mary Beard states: “Adventures in
it surprising while studying Latin and Greek A Level how much my other Classics are something we can all share.”

subject, English Literature, has been enhanced by them.

Poppy Worlidge, Six Two
Studying Classics has really helped me understand English grammar and has
widened my vocabulary. The subjects frequently overlap which is very helpful

and shows how adaptable and influential Classics is in academia. As someone who had not studied the subject in

Eliza Antelme, Six Two d.epth but had alw;.ly.s .bee'n fascingted by apcient
history and early civilisations, taking Classics
was like teetering on the platform edge deciding
whether to bungee jump or not. I knew that I
would ultimately enjoy it, but I didn’t know what
the experience would be like. I am extremely
happy that I chose Classics for my GCSE.

I'love studying Classics because the ancient world is so far
reaching that you can still relate it to another topic you are
interested in.

I did not always think like this, especially when I first started I have found it to be a really enriching experience, learning new
learning Latin in Year 7. Then I thought it was redundant — information every time I walk into the classroom. We have

‘Why am I learning a dead language?’ I used to ask myself. covered a lot of topics that my friends haven’t, so it’s interesting to
However, the satisfaction of translations and being able to interpret texts for talk about different things we know and compare our knowledge.

myself, among everything else, eventually won me over.

Although I realise that knowing that Deimos was the God of

Following A Levels, I am hoping to study Classics at undergraduate level. T Terror who brought confusion and shock to battlefields won’t
have not really thought beyond that. I have, however, concluded that I would lead directly to a vocational job, it has certainly encouraged
like to do one of the following: pursue a military career, become an academic me to take more ‘bungee jumps’ in my own learning and has
or try my hand at politics. ultimately broadened my skills across all subjects, as well as

develop a true interest of my own.

Scarlett Mansfield, Fifth

Mariena Teo, Six Two

I Love Classics!

We asked some of our Classicists — both students and staff — what drives their passion for the subject.

I began learning Latin late in my school career as a
lunchtime and after-school club and loved it from the
moment I started.

Learning the GCSE and A Level in such a condensed
timeframe was a challenge and it was the first time I had
ever noticed that if I worked hard at something, learning
ten vocabulary words for instance, I could get better at the
subject.

It was a book token, option choice and a school cruise
that set me on the path of becoming a Classicist.

Iloved my book about the Greek heroes and was
particularly impressed by the trick of the Trojan horse.

In Year 9, I opted for Latin when given the chance
to further my interest and curiosity. When in Six One, I was
lucky to be able to visit key ancient sites such as the Athenian
Acropolis, Pompeii and Knossos.

Until that point, I thought I was either good at something or terrible at it
and there was nothing I could do to change that. I think this still rings true:
many students succeed in Latin and Greek because they are committed to
working hard and are captivated by it, not because it is easy. I am fascinated by realising the root of an English word in Latin
or Greek. The real and the fictional characters that emerge
from classical literature show that over two thousand years later
human emotions and behaviours have not changed; tragedy still
has the power to move us, the art of rhetoric is still important

Classics at UCL led to teacher training as it was the only way I
could see to continue having Latin in my life!

I remember sitting in one Latin lesson and realising that if I weren’t there,
learning how to translate some bit of Tacitus, then nobody would be able
to translate him in the generation after me, and so on. This was when 1
decided that I wanted to be a Classics teacher and started to teach myself
Greek. it

What some people dismiss as dead and useless is far from it. This
is what drives me to continue teaching and inspiring a love of
classics in students whether it be in the classroom or taking them
on a trip to Italy or Greece.

It is such a privilege to understand that our language, philosophy, justice
system and literature have become what they are because of the classical
world and in turn it is even better seeing young people fathom this for
themselves.

Martha Burn, Teacher of Classics at Benenden Danielle Fairey, Teacher of Classics at Benenden



CLASSICS

During Half Term Fifth to Six
Two Classics students swapped
the drab grey skies of England
for the sunshine and culture of
Rome and Pompeii. Jade Lee tells
us all about 1it.

» \‘I\"& c

P1zza was a must!

o« ‘As a Classics student,
getting o visit some of the most | § = el
symbolic locations from ancient literature
and classical history has undoubtedly enhanced
my understanding and fascination of Greek
and Latin and has been one of the most
rewarding experiences.”

D ‘s.éli’iﬁ" \ g, AR sh

Anna Kane, Poppy Worlidge and Amelie Jat
enjoy the sun in Pompeii



Becky Parker joined us as
Head of Physics this term

Christian Brady is our
Head of Biology

Meet our
New Heads
ol Science

This term new Heads of Department
started in the three Science subjects. Six
One Sophie Brokenshire interviewed
these staff'leaders about their roles and
their passion for their subjects.

Sophie: What do you love most about your subject?

Daniel Clinch, Head of Chemistry: What got me hooked on
Chemistry when I was at secondary school was firstly the exciting
visual aspect of the subject, but beyond that and deeper than that was
the realisation that this subject gives you a different vision of the world
around you, and you start to understand why things behave as they do.
You learn the secrets of all the different things that surround us and
you appreciate everything you see in a whole different and deeper way.
That’s when I really started to feel that the subject was resonating with
me and that’s what I hope to instil in people I teach.

Prof Becky Parker, Head of Physics: I love Physics because
what we’re aiming to do in Physics is try and understand the ultimate
universe and how it started, how it progresses through time, what’s

the nature of time. But then as well as those huge, big mind-blowing
concepts we're trying to understand (for example) what makes this
table, if you then delve down really deeply to try to see what this
table’s made of you get to atoms and then you get to elementary
particles like electrons and then you go into the nucleus and you see
quarks and then you try and work out how they interact. We’re all
made of stardust, we’re all made of stuff made in stars and how do
you understand that better. And of course all the other stuff which isn’t
such large-scale like how does electricity work, and forces, and how do
you know how much heat energy to put in to make a nice cup of tea.
As well as all that side you have to learn how can Physics solve things
like the climate crisis, how can Physics help to understand the limits of
Al All those big questions, Physics has such a large part to play.

Christian Brady, Head of Biology: Biology is such a wide field
within Science and really is at the core of how all things work on the
planet. Everything really does stem back to living organisms: all our
food, nutrition, how we breathe air, how oxygen and carbon dioxide
are exchanged in plants and animals, how all the different chemistry
of a planet really is derived and transferred through living organisms.
Physics is also important within understanding how living organisms,
living systems and biological systems work but essentially Biology is all
about understanding the physiology of living organisms.

Sophie: What do you want girls at Benenden to get out of
your subject?

DC: What I'd really love to foster is confidence in the subject,
confidence to take on the challenges that the subject can sometimes
present. I think it’s a great subject for developing independent learning
and also I'd like to instil the belief that a career in STEM-related
subjects can open lots of doors for future careers and is an exciting
place for girls to look for their futures beyond school.

BP: First of all I want them to love it because I love Physics and one
of the big things which always worries me is why doesn’t everyone
love Physics! It’s also so useful for them because if they’re going into
engineering, if they’re making new technology, if they want to develop



their mobile phone, if they want to work in
finance: Physicists are everywhere in those big
jobs where you need analytical skills, you need
problem-solving skills, you need to be curious,
apply your analysis to solving big problems
about the world. I want them to see what
possibilities there are for careers, I want them
to think ‘this is an amazing subject’ and what
I really want them to think is how can they
contribute themselves and that is something

I feel very passionate about — how can we
bring what we teach in school to be more
contributing to real science.

A whole group of my Six Ones are going

to be analysing data from the Spitzer Space
Telescope to then contribute suitable sites to
look at when the James Webb space telescope
gets sent up by NASA. Last year four Year 10
girls actually discovered a new class of star
with this project and the key thing I think most
people don’t realise is that school students can
make really valuable contributions in Science.
It’s partly because they’re bright and they’re
interested and they are not set in ways of
thinking, they can think outside the box.

So not only do I want girls to love Physics but
I want them to contribute and see how they
are Physicists, because everybody needs to be a
scientist in this modern technological world so
we need them to be equipped with these skills.

CB: In Biology principally I'd like them

to really enjoy the subject and have that
excitement and that enthusiasm to understand
how different biological systems and living
organisms function, and to bring in different
skills from the other STEM subjects such as
Chemistry and Physics knowledge and be

able to apply that in real life and into future
studies. It would be amazing for students to go

ahead and study Biology or Biological Sciences
at university and be part of that field of the
ever-developing research and technique and
understanding.

Biology is crucial to understand because it
really is the core foundation to many day-to-
day and life factors that people are interested
in.

For example, nutrition. Diet and exercise

is something which pretty much everybody
considers or takes part in, and having a
biological understanding of how different
foods or how different exercise influences

the body and influences overall health and
wellbeing, that all stems back to understanding
basic Biology.

Sophie: What is your vision for the
Department?

DC: I'd like it to continue to be a place where
exciting things happen in the classroom. I’d
like to really capitalise on the fact that we’ve
got some fantastic learning opportunities

for girls to do things in the subject that are
also outside the classroom so we have some
extraordinary projects that go on in this
department and I’d really like to bolster

those opportunities. I'd like girls to see this
building and this subject as a place where they
can come and do research and really push
themselves.

There’s an opportunity at this time at
Benenden, but also at this time in this country
and the world, for girls to be looking at STEM,
and looking at Chemistry as part of STEM, as
a real opportunity and a really exciting area in
which to work.

BP: We've got lots of ideas across the whole of
Science to do with creating a Benenden Tree
of Science where we put some of the early
pioneer women who started in Benenden on
the roots and see all the amazing science they
have done, and how we can stand on their
shoulders; and what current Seniors are doing
and what current girls are doing in science to
show the possibilities for girls to continue with
this fantastic scientific legacy from Benenden.
In Physics I want us to do what I did at my
last school which was to put an experiment in
space, and I want us to contribute to NASA
conferences. The next time we go to CERN I
want us to present. I want our students to be
innovative amazing physicists of the future and
I want them to love it as well, I want them to
really understand it, feel as though they’ve got
the measure of the subject, they feel confident
and then they feel confident to go on and
contribute to new Physics of the future.

CB: My vision for the Biology Department
is to really enthuse, excite and invigorate
the teaching and learning for the students
by bringing new teaching strategies, exciting
resources and technology which helps bring
Biology to life.

One of the most exciting things about Biology
is the fact that the field is always changing and
updating with new understanding through new
developments in technology, new techniques
and new research — there are new discoveries
every day, every week within biology which

is brilliant because we can bring that into
lessons, bring that into the classroom and try
and enthuse the students into understanding
the most recent developments, and potentially
they will be going away to university studying
and even developing some of these techniques
themselves.
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Fourth — Theme of Identity

In Geography the Fourths learnt about the identity of the Earth,
from how it was formed to specific places around the world that
make the Earth so unique.

Girls considered a broad range of world religions and how
people’s identity can be shaped by their beliefs, as well as
studying Christianity and Christian beliefs in more depth in
Philosophy and Religion.

In English girls carried out creative writing and biographical
writing around the theme of identity — considering personal
courage in particular.

In Spanish girls have been learning to introduce themselves and
talk about where they come from, their families and some more
information about themselves.

ng robotics In Spanish the gir m

the different hoﬁdavs t

In History the Fourths looked at personalities and qualities of
different people (William of Normandy, Harald Hardrada and
Harold Godwinson) to assess who would be best to be King of
England.

In Drama girls took part in a court case where they each
adopted the identity of a different character, including lawyers,
the accused and the Judge.

French students read about Tintin’s voyage sur la lune
(Destination Moon) and researched the city of Paris.

In Music girls explored identity through ‘Musical Me’, Desert
Island Discs and music that tells stories from the Romantic era.
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We talk a lot about the
Diploma theme which s quate fun.
For Science we went out to find invertebrates in
the woods at Benenden and we found toads! We were also
dentifying bacteria. In Geography we covered the identity of
the Earth. We looked at a rainforest, Angel Falls and Antarctica.
In French we looked at poems and then we were asked questions
like f I was an animal or a colour, what would I be?”’

1t’s taught in a different style to my last school in Hong Kong.
In Hong Kong you have to learn it by memorising 1t but in
the UK they give you ways to learn — fun ways like
quizzes. It’s more interactive and 1 find 1t easier to
get it into the brain than just memorising it.”

Rosalyn Chiu, Fourth

Upper Fourth — Theme of Growth

In Maths girls explored growth by looking at finance and
percentage increase and decrease and powers.

Geography students studied population and how the population
of the world has grown exponentially and the impact that has
had on specific countries.

The growth of new ideas such as Protestantism and during the
Renaissance, and how the childhood and adolescence of Kings
and Queens like Henry VIII, Mary I and Elizabeth I impacted
them was studied in History.

In Philosophy and Religion girls studied Islam and considered
how the religion has grown in terms of followers and its
prominence in the media.

Girls studied The Secret Life of Bees about a teenage girl
growing up in America during the implementation of the Civil
Rights Act and her search for a role model and her place in the
world in English.

In Spanish girls looked at holidays and personal interests —
considering what they do, what they used to do and what they
want to do in the future, all the time exploring changes in tastes
and attitudes.

In History Upper Fourths looked at Henry VIII at different
stages of his life, from a young boy to death. They also looked at
how opinions about Henry VIII changed throughout his life.

Art students have looked at artwork and imagery to create a
composition for a painting that is personal to them. Each week
the progress and growth of the painting is documented in the
sketchbook to show how the work has developed.

In Drama girls looked at what causes young people to be
homeless and how the environment in which you live and go to
school can impact on your ability to function within your family,
society and as an individual.

Upper Fourth Music students looked at adolescence through
the Blues and Rock’n’ Roll music which inspired the first true
generation of teenagers in the 1950s and 60s.

An integral part of the Benenden Diploma is the research project in which Upper Fourths are tasked with writing

a 1,000-word essay or undertaking a practical project with a written report on a subject they chose. Here one girl,

Tilly Taylor tells us about her project.

Project Title:




Diploma Girls i
Stratford

To enhance the Fourths’ understanding of
their Diploma theme Identity, in November
we embarked on a trip to Stratford-upon-
Avon to learn all about Shakespeare. Here

1s what the girls had to say.

The Miniature Shakespeare
Competition

During the trip, the teachers held a
Miniature Shakespeare Competition.
We were put into groups and had

to make a play of a scene of The
Tempest. The scene could be your
choice and you could use costumes,
make-up and some people even used
sound effects. The winners of the
competition were Hanna Spencer,
Skye Stapleton and Fathia Abbas. Well
done all for participating, everyone
did really well.

Olivia Ching

The Royal Shakespeare
Company

We went to the RSC in Stratford
to do an acting workshop on The
Tempest and looked at costumes.
The acting was really fun with boat
captains, narrators, monsters

Shakespeare’s Birthplace

Stratford was amazing, it was loads
of fun to bond with our year. On the
first day before we went to the hotel,
we looked around the house he grew
up in.

When we saw the size, it was a bit

of a shock to the system; it was quite
small! Honestly though, it was all they
needed, and they made the most of
it. It was a pretty little cottage where
his whole family could live and work,
and his school was just down the
street. It’s really cool that we could
see where such an incredible and
inspiring man was born. There was a
room for eating, a parents’ bedroom,
a boys’ bedroom, a girls’ bedroom
and a workroom. One of the rooms
had been changed into a space where
they could show us lots of things from
Shakespeare’s time.

Annabel Behrens

Warwick Castle

On one day, we all went to Warwick
Castle. We went around and visited
different parts of the castle. We first
learnt about the Battle of Hastings by
acting it out ourselves and we loved it.

After this activity we wandered
around different rooms in the castle
and saw lots of interesting scenes with
wax dolls. Next we went to have a
packed lunch in an underground
room and we chatted to our friends
about what we had seen so far and
relaxed. Then we went to a battle
workshop and learnt about lots of fun
and exciting battle strategies. This was
my favourite part of it.

Later on we had lots of fun learning
about different Medieval weapons and
we laughed a lot. Overall, we had lots
of fun and we loved Warwick Castle.

Astrid Hall

My favourite part was the weaponry
workshop where we learnt about how

and loads more really fun stuff.
After that we went to look at
costumes. That was a really
cool experience because we got
to see costumes worn by actors,
such as Judi Dench and

David Tennant.

Out of all of it I think our
favourite part was probably
the acting course because
having a course from a
professional was pretty cool
— it felt like we were proper
actors.

Maia Balogun and Tami
Bankole

Y e 10 :
Trying costumes at RSC helped the girls’ understanding of the Identity
theme

to fight on the battlefield. We had
the chance to hold the weapons
and learn how to use them which
was very interesting. Overall it was
a great day and I made a lot of
new friends.

Eliza Denning

Warwick University

On the last day of the Stratford
trip we visited Warwick University
where we got a tour to see what life
there is like. We split into groups
and got private tours from different
students there. We saw their sport
department and learnt about all

the sports they could play. We saw
where they could hang out and all
the academic blocks including the
library. Science is taken very seriously
at Warwick and they have a separate
campus for the subject.

Skye Stapleton and
Annabel Behrens



Success 1 Financial

Education Award

Twenty-two Upper Fifth students have been studying for the
London Institute of Banking and Finance’s Level 2 qualification,
Award in Financial Education.

This qualification is equivalent to a GCSE and
provides an introduction to public finance and
the economy, financial management skills and
enterprise. The objective of the course is to
provide students with the skills and knowledge
to manage their money well and make sound

financial decisions.

Students take two examinations to achieve the
Award, both of which are on-screen testing,

enabling results to be accessed immediately after
the examination has been taken.

The students have all enjoyed their study and
everyone performed well in the examinations,
with 18 of the 22 students achieving the top
grade of Merit. Some of the students will now be

taking an additional written examination in the

summer to achieve the Certificate in Financial
Education qualification.

Atwood Inspires A Level English

Literature Students

In September, A Level English
Literature students went to the
Odeon in Tunbridge Wells for a
live streaming of In Conversation
with Margaret Atwood, in which
the acclaimed author discussed
her Booker Prize-winning The
Testaments, the sequel to The
Handmaid’s Tale. Six Two Sophie
Cook tells The Term all about it.

I do not think that any of us
were quite expecting the impact
that Atwood’s words had on us —
the evening left us with plenty to
think about.

The release of the new novel,
which documents the lives of
three women in the setting of
Middle Gilead, was exciting
for many who had read The
Handmaid’s Tale. However,
there was a bitter sweetness to
the event as it became obvious
why the novel was written.

The Handmaid’s Tale was a
warning from Atwood to the

the launch of Th

world that if they continued
without caution, they would find
themselves in a Gileadean-esque
society. Reassuringly, Atwood
said she had not returned to

her dystopian world for so

long because the world had hit
such a crisis that she deemed

it necessary — we had taken

heed of the warning and we
were safe. However, the election
of President Trump in 2016
reignited this fear within Atwood
and The Testaments was written.

We found it astounding that a
society that is usually deemed
‘extreme’ and ‘impossible’ is such

Students at the Ii

Ve-streamin g of
e Testaments

a reality in the eyes of Atwood
that she deemed it necessary to
publish another warning

‘We must take notice of this
warning and see the novel as a
call for action. It is pivotal to the
future of our generation that we
make a stand against this as, in
the words of Atwood, ‘giving up
is not an option’.

It is clear that we should be
scared about the current global
situation, but this fear should
be used to jump-start us into
direct action, not to beat us into
submission.

Product

Design

Day

In November, the
Design and Technology
Department attended
an engaging and highly
inspirational series of talks
in the field of product
design. Each speaker
specialised in a specific
topic such as material
engineering, moral
considerations in design
and the open question:

what really is design?

Creative designer Daniel Charny
spoke on the responsibility of a
designer to consider society and
how best a product can benefit its
users. Anna Ploszajski expressed her
passion for material engineering,
with specific focus on what allows
a material to exhibit certain
properties. Pascal Anson, a senior
lecturer at Kingston University,
discussed the importance of
resourcefulness and the creativity
to shape the materials to a wide
variety of products.

Fashion designer Wayne
Hemingway reflected on his
journey from selling clothing at a
thrift store in London to becoming
a world-renowned designer. He
discussed the great importance of
considering morals as a designer
through a highly thought-out,
provoking talk.

Finally, Bibi Nelson discussed

a series of experiments she
conducted testing the limits of
design. This included suspending
1,000 LEDs over an Aston Martin,
manufacturing 5,000 litres of paint
and spending 32 hours studying the
interaction of bedbugs.

The day offered a powerful

insight into the working life of a
product designer and the modern
adaptations we can use to positively
impact society and our surrounding
environments.
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MicroDrone

The Chassis was 3D printed at school using an example
frame. However, to ensure it was a more accurate shape I had
to file it down so that it would fit the other components.

I had to push the four motors through the chassis. This was
difficult as the chassis had warmed up and so had changed
shape slightly. We then attached the propellers to the motors.

We connected the motors to the motherboard and although
the propellers were spinning the drone wasn’t lifting. We soon
realised this was because I had connected them backwards
and so they were counteracting each other. This stopped the
drone from flying because it was effectively trying to fly into
the table instead of away from it. Another lesson learnt!

Therefore, we had to take them out and redo this process. As
I was more careful in checking the instructions (endlessly!) this
fixed the problem and the drone flew.

I had to change the design of the way the battery and camera
connected to the motherboard. Our new design resulted

in only requiring one battery for the drone (instead of two)
which allowed the drone to be lighter and more manoeuvrable
— a definite advantage.

~ L

Cordelia Cook with the MlcroDrone, which she
as constructed as part of an engineering project
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Before we were able to fly the drone, we had to program it.
This involved downloading ‘betaflight’ onto my computer.

This was a complicated and difficult process and my GCSE
computing was not up to the task. Luckily, I had some help.

We had to set the flight mode, aligning the motors so they would
work and hopefully be able to level the drone when we flew it.

Once it was programmed, we connected the remote to the
drone. We were then able to attempt to fly the drone.

Once we had fixed the issue of the motors being the wrong
way round, we paired the camera with the VR headset so you
could fly from the point of view of the drone.

Flying using the VR headset was very disconcerting because
you felt like you were moving, and this led to many crashes.

These crashes resulted in the camera becoming disconnected
from the motherboard and the motherboard from the battery.
This meant the drone was completely out of action and had to be
rushed to drone A&E (also known as the DT block). The drone
has now made a full recovery, as you can see in these pictures!



In October the Fourths, along with eight
students from The John Wallis Church
of England Academy, had a fun — and
competitive! — day designing Model
Rocket Cars.

Pupils started the day with a talk about acrodynamics and rocket
motors and then spent the rest of the morning designing and
building their own rocket cars.

After lunch they programmed an electronic stopwatch using the
BBC Micro:bits and then it was time for the event the girls had all
been waiting for... the racing of the cars!

All the hard work in the morning paid off and one of the cars
recorded an impressive speed of 5 lmph.

In the afternoon the girls designed a poster and ended a busy day
with a Maths workshop on calculating speed. They all had fun and
excelled at the design and build work.

]

Girls learn pfﬁrarf{l_r_ning skills ’__,4
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= Girls tested the cars
ahead of the fina] race

Using a hot wire cutter to streamline their designs



Election

The hustings featured lively debates on
issues such as tax, the NHS and education

Election fever gripped Benenden in December. To coincide with the General
Election 1n the final week of term, we held a mock election and a local
constituency hustings event.

Hustings Event

'Conservatiy, - 2ty - J
| rvative Helen Grang ultimately

‘w‘successfully defended her Ma;
ot / Naidst
|Weald Parliamentary seat iy th; collf:ftii)nnd i

Benenden had the amazing
opportunity to hear the candidates
for the MP for our area, Maidstone
and the Weald. Representatives from
Labour, the Greens, Lib Dems and
the Conservatives attended. Students
from Sixth Form were given the
opportunity to ask them questions
on areas that concerned them. It was
helpful, especially for girls who were
going to be able to vote, to be able to
ask any representative from a political
party the reasoning behind their
party’s policies.

It was a very informative evening
and especially interesting for Politics

students as they got to hear MPs
discuss areas such as the NHS,
mental health, tax, the economy and
of course Brexit. It gave people an

insight into how politicians will agree : ;
and differ with some of their parties’ h—nl 3
views. As with all political debates, Our mock election candidates with their parties’ representatives

there was some tension between the
candidates and we got to hear them
debating against each other to hear a
two-sided argument.

“Lwouldn’t be a
Tory and proud of i, if it
was just going around loo

“If this dreaded
Brexit happens we’ve got
to spend some serious money to
invest in schools.”
James Willis,
Liberal Democrat

Opverall, it was a very interesting and
insightful experience into the politics
of the area and how politicians act
with each other in real life.

First-Time Voters

Thoughts from two of Benenden’s 18-year-olds ahead of voting for the first time

“Given the current political climate, I
am very excited to be able to vote and
participate in the upcoming election due
to the unpredictability of the results.
Being an A Level Politics student, I am
aware of the significance of this election
and look forward to casting my vote.”

Stephanie Thain, Six Two

“I think it is vitally important that we exercise
our right to vote (especially as women) after the
long battles that were fought in order to get it
and so for me, the prospect of voting for the
first time is incredibly exciting. I am glad that
as a Politics student, I can use the knowledge

I have gained to inform my decision, and as a
voter, have a say over my future.”

“Tax is a good thing.
1t funds our NHS, our armed
rces, builds roads - even though
't agree with building roads.
t frames our sociely.”

Jeffery, Green

Kitty Thomson, Six Two



Mock Election

Over the past few weeks Benenden has been preparing for a school election where all the parties running in the Maidstone and the
Weald consistency were represented by internal students. The candidates introduced themselves and their party’s policies in whole
school Prayers, with Alice Churchill representing the Conservatives, Minna Moody-Stuart for Labour, Kitty Thomson for the Green
Party and Oreoluwa Adeogun for the Liberal Democrats.

Frantic social media campaigns then followed after physical posters were restricted to just ten throughout the school. Tactics included
memes, House visits and pledges. We were then lucky enough to have a Hustings take place in Benenden which saw the real candidates
face questions generated by the Sixth Formers and Upper Fifths which enlightened people further to the way in which they would vote.
It was certainly an interesting evening where candidates responded to questions on the most pressing issues to Benenden students such
as Brexit, the voting age and social policy.

However, the evening was quickly over and unfortunately not all the
students’ questions were answered. In order to remedy this, the internal
candidates were then asked to take part in Upper School Prayers on
the Tuesday before the end of term. This was a critical event as

it was the day that voting occurred within school, so it was a

final chance for all the candidates to promote their parties.

Voting opened at 9.00am with all candidates voting
in Houses which acted as constituencies in order to
replicate a real First Past the Post general election.
This was an extremely useful experience as girls
were able to understand how politics in this
country works.

The school was split into 11 constituencies:
one for each boarding house and one for the
staff. The result was extremely close with nine
constituencies decided by five votes or fewer.

The Results

The overall result was a hung parliament
with five constituencies voting
Conservative, five Liberal Democrat and
one Green — so perhaps we're not quite
an accurate barometer of the UK's voting : The candidates for
intentions! ) the Lib Dems and the

' Conservatives each won

five constituencies

Our mock election candidates, from left, Oreoluwa Adeogun for the Lib Dems, Alice Churchill for the Conservatives,
Izzy Salzedo (standing in for Minna Moody-Stuart, the Labour candidate) and Kitty Thomson for the Greens = & =
-

-
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Private Viewing of
Students’ Artwork

In November some Summer Artwork,
along with new work, from Sixth Form

Art Students and Upper School Scholars R . Heath B

with her work

was on display at Smallhythe Studio
Gallery in Tenterden.

Parents had the chance to take in a private viewing of the
work at the small, but beautiful, setting for an exhibition
before it was opened to the public for a week.

The atmosphere at the private viewing was very celebratory
of individual students’ success and high achievement overall
from this very talented group. Needless to say the exhibition
was also very well received by the general public.

The girlé’ artwork was very well
received by everyone
Iona Warne —

Art Workshop with Fashion Dean

At the end of November we were pleased to Atlanta in the US, Hong Kong and Lacoste in
welcome Dejan Agatonovic, the Dean of Fashion at  France, with the option for students to rotate their
the Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD), degree across all four locations.

when he spoke to the Six One Art students about

. Mr Agatonovic has worked as a ready-to-wear,
their careers.

footwear and embroidery designer for numerous
SCAD describes itself as the most comprehensive art London-based brands, including Alexander
and design university in the world, offering 40 McQueen, Stella McCartney, Matthew Williamson
inspiring majors in four locations: Savannah and and Bellville Sassoon.

Dejan Agatonovic spoke to Six One
Art students about their careers

Girls were proud to see their artwork
exhibited at Smallhythe -

Io ,
na Warne’s work was

exhibited at Sma]
Gallery mathyhe

l

Dejan Agatonovic is the Dean of
Fashion at the Savannah College
of Art and Design

-




Autumn is a crucial term for university

applications but also for giving pupils

lower down the School an insight into

careers they might want to explore.

CAREERS

Oxbridge Information Evening

In addition to our own students,
parents, and teachers, we had the
pleasure of welcoming more than
100 guests from local schools.

Our guest speakers Dr Sam Lucy
(Director of Admissions for the
Cambridge Colleges) and Dr Lynn
Robson (English Faculty’s Director
of Undergraduate Admissions at
Oxford) were introduced with an
inspirational speech by Mrs Tyler
and gave an excellent presentation
which was followed by answering
questions from the audience. This
insightful talk was followed by
informative presentations by Dr
Allen, Head of Higher Education

Medicine and Law Talks

In November Dr Nicki Perry visited

to give a fun, interactive talk for
those interested in the sciences, the
study of medicine or who would
like to discover more about the
senses and the brain.

She gave an interesting insight
into the ‘forgotten’ sense of
proprioception (awareness of the
position and movement of the
body) and how we all perceive
colours.

Also in November our lunchtime Careers Club speaker was Kate
Hughes, who works as a Legal Director for Cripps Pemberton
Greenish (CPG). She was joined by Fredrick Pawlik, a trainee
with CPG, to talk to girls who are thinking of a career in law and
the many and interesting varied paths one can follow.

and Professional Guidance, and

Mrs Swales, Sixth Form Oxbridge
Coordinator. The evening ended
with Lara Gliksten, Benenden
Senior, talking about her experiences
of studying at Cambridge which was
areal treat for all.

*  Upper Fifths and Sixth
Formers visited Oxford in
November where they were
given tours of colleges by
Benenden Seniors and
Mrs Swales. A trip to
Cambridge will take place in
the Spring Term.

Study Abroad Roadshow

In October the Careers Department hosted a lunchtime Study Abroad
Roadshow, open to all students. We were delighted to welcome an exciting
and diverse range of overseas study options from Europe, Canada, the US

and the Far East.

The drop-in event, in the Science Atrium, provided an excellent
opportunity for girls and staff to gather information and interact with
university representatives from different parts of the world.

The Roadshow was well attended and we were pleased to welcome a
visiting school, Battle Abbey, to the event as well.

Sixth Form Careers Evening in the City

Sixth Form girls enjoyed a
special Careers Evening in
November, with 50 students

travelling to Rathbone

London office for an event

put together by Emily

Aldrich, an ex-Benenden
parent and the Founder
and Managing Director of
Aldrich & Co. Here, two
girls give their feedback on

the event.

Bee McDougall, Six One,

said:
“The event focused on

a variety of City-based
jobs, such as finance, law

and entrepreneurship.

Each sector had a panel of

“The sectors briefly

reconvened to discuss

the most essential points
s’ raised, before we were
treated to some food, and

given the opportunity to

said:

talk to all of the speakers”.

Amy Woodthorpe, Six Two,

“I enjoyed the careers event

at Rathbones because I felt

speakers discussing their
career path and experiences
- including some Benenden

Seniors.

it gave us a really exciting
insight into what working
life is like. Everyone was
very helpful and lovely to
speak to afterwards, and I
look forward to getting in
touch with some of them!”




SPEAKERS Ben Fogle gave a

fascinating insight
into the hard work
— physically and

mentally — to succeed

Ben Fogle

In November adventurer and broadcaster Ben Fogle spent
a morning with us. He led the whole school assembly
before running three separate Q&A sessions for different
year groups. He then held a book-signing for pupils during
morning break. Amelie Woolf, Six One, tell us more.

On 19 November we had the pleasure of
Ben Fogle coming to speak to us, about some
of the amazing adventures that he has been
a part of all around the world.

He recounted many of his extraordinary

experiences including climbing Mount
Everest - initially with Victoria Pendleton,
the Olympic gold medal cyclist, who sadly
had to stop after suffering from altitude
sickness - and rowing across the Atlantic
with James Cracknell, the two-time Olympic
rowing gold medallist.

As well as talking to us about these successes,
he also spoke about some of the challenges
he has had to face and overcome. Some of
these included contracting a flesh-eating bug
and capsizing in the middle of the Atlantic,
knowing that he had to somehow carry on
with his journey.

It was also incredibly interesting to hear
about all the research that he did, looking
into the underwater activities of crocodiles
in Botswana, as so little is known about this
aspect of their lives.

After telling us about these amazing
adventures he also gave us a lot of inspiring
advice for the future. He urged us all

to challenge ourselves and spoke about

the value of risk taking and the sense of
achievement you feel after completing your
aims. He also spoke about the importance of
putting effort into everything you do in order
to succeed, as nothing in life comes easy.

It was a fascinating lecture and we all felt
incredibly lucky that he had taken the time
to come and speak to us.

—

A

Ben Fogle

Notable Roles

In addition to being a well-known television
presenter and author, Ben holds numerous
other notable roles including as a fellow of
the Royal Geographic Society, ambassador

to WWE, Tusk and Hearing Dogs for the
Deaf and Patron of The Red Cross and
United Nations.

Left: Ben Fogle with the Lower Fifths after he spoke to
them about his experiences

Sabrina Cohen-Hatton

At the start of term we were joined by Sabrina Cohen-Hatton
who left the girls enthralled as she talked about her career

and life experiences.

Life experience is something Sabrina certainly has a lot of. From being homeless as a teenager,
she joined the fire service at 18 and has risen through the ranks to become one of the UK’s most
senior female firefighters.

She talked about overcoming adversity and how to handle highly stressful situations. Afterwards
she chatted to girls, many of whom wanted signed copies of her book.

Five things I took away from the talk - Isabella Scott Wells, Six Two

*  “When making decisions, be open-minded to other options that you didn’t think of
before.”

*  “Your failures don’t define you - just because you couldn’t do something doesn’t mean that
you won’t get better at it.”

*  “Don’t be afraid to speak out about things that you think are wrong even if everyone
around you doesn’t have the same opinions.”

*  “Persevere through hard times, it will be worth it.”

* “Don’t be afraid to ask for help even if you think people will judge you.”
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In September we were joined by broadcaster and author Clare Balding for an evening
in which she answered questions about her career and her views on sport. Before

taking to the stage, she was interviewed by Six One student Sophie Brokenshire.

What was the most interesting thing about working
on the Olympics?

The chance for a nation to make a mark, you suddenly get a tiny
nation being on the world stage and massively making a name for
themselves.

Hopetfully in a world that is less inclined to go to war — I'm not
saying war doesn’t exist anymore — we are more likely to assert

our dominance over another nation through sport and that’s a lot
healthier, I'd say. I love that feeling that everybody’s immersed in
this multi-sport event that every nation in the world, near enough, is
represented in. I really enjoy that and that you go to different places.

London 2012 in particular, at the time it changed our definition

of ourselves. I think before that we were very inclined to think

we weren’t capable of hosting it so well. If you think about

that summer how everyone was focused on the Olympics and
Paralympics — and we set a new standard in terms of Paralympic
sport in how it was hosted, how the village was built, how the sports
were presented, participation but audience as well —and I just love
that we were all engaged in something so positive and you compare
that to now and you just think ‘God, give us the Olympics again’.

Why did you choose to broadcast sport in particular?

I read English at university and I wanted to write and for a very
short time I thought I wanted to go into politics and then I decided
against that. I didn’t so much choose sport, I just started in an area
where I had knowledge so if I'd had knowledge at business or real
knowledge of politics I would have started there but I started with
sport, and in many ways by chance started in radio and that offered
opportunities.

I genuinely love sport and I do think it represents more than just
what is on the pitch. I've never wanted to use sport as a way of
getting to somewhere else. For me sport is the endgame, it’s not a
vehicle to get somewhere else.

How can we achieve gender pay equality in journalism?

The highest-paid people are in executive management or they’re the
top end of what they call ‘talent’. With broadcasters the only way

1s with complete transparency of what people are paid for the days
they work. Not just a general number — because nobody knows how
many days Gary Lineker does for his enormous salary — and until

you know that you can’t really make a judgement. You have to say,
and in some ways the BBC does do this, ‘we are the BBC, people
want to work for us, if they are good enough to present the Today
programme after maybe they’ve done two years when they were
learning the ropes they then are worthy of earning exactly the same
as everyone else who is presenting the Today programme per shift’.
If you’re then asked to do a lot of publicity and marketing around
it, which is kind of how they get around the ‘some people have a
higher status than others’ then pay them separately for publicity
days, don’t pay them more for doing the job that everybody else is
doing perfectly well.

Transparency is one of the ways. Representation is obviously
improving all the time but some newspapers are pretty poor, not just
in terms of having female writers but in terms of the sort of stories
they write about women compared to the sort of stories they write
about men. In sport it should be dead level because everybody’s
playing sport — but it’s not. You’ll get no coverage at all of women’s
sport until somebody is photographed in a top that they think is...
and therefore suddenly they get attention. It doesn’t always happen
and I hope that Dina Asher-Smith will get a lot of attention at the
World Athletics Championships because of what she’s doing on the
track but I think there’s a terrible inconsistency in it.

Do you feel there is a pressure on being openly gay in
a seemingly conservative industry?

I don’t actually. I don’t feel any pressure at all but that’s because

I am completely comfortable and really happy and really proud.
Therefore if I can make more people feel like that I don’t see why
it has to come with pressure, any more than there is pressure being
blonde or pressure being right-handed or pressure being 5ft 7in —
all the other things I can’t control. There’s no association of shame
with them so I think my job is to make sure there is no association
of shame from me or from anyone I work for and I don’t think there
is.

You just go ‘this is who I am, it’s what I am,’ it has no particular
relevance to my job other than by being honest and open I

think it makes me better at what I do. I think it also increases my
confidence and I think that’s quite a key factor for anyone working
in a lot of businesses but anything that involves trying to either tell
a story or set an agenda or direct people’s attention this way or
inspire confidence in them that they trust you. I think it’s massively
important that you are therefore honest about who you are.



Girls Visit

At the start of N ovember seven girls

from Benenden and seven boys from —

The John Wallis Church of England

Academy travelled to Geneva to v;st -

CERN, one of the world’s largest and

most respected centres for 4scient_iﬁc
research. Here Lily Philips, who was
part of the group, tells us about a

o remarkable experience.
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CERN is home to the Large Hadron Collider




After an early start on
Friday, we travelled to
Gatwick airport and flew
to Switzerland — all of us
excited for what lay ahead.

Once we had dropped off
our bags, we got on a tram
to CERN to take part in our
first activity — making our
own cloud chamber.

A cloud chamber, made by
soaking the bottom of a fish
tank in alcohol and placing
this on dry ice, is used to
observe particles such as
muons, alphas and electrons.
The super-saturated alcohol
vapour is ionised as particles
move through it and so
tracks form. Ironically, the
best cloud chamber was
made by a group of non-
Physics students from John
Wallis.

After seeing our chambers in
action, we were then taught
about the physics behind
them in more detail. After

a quick walk through the
particle garden, we headed
to dinner at a traditional
Swiss restaurant, and then
back to the hotel for an early
night — ready for the early
wake-up on Saturday.

On Saturday we started
with a Q&A session with a
data analyser and particle
physicist to find out more
about how CERN works
and to explain some of the
physics behind working

theories on the origin and
expansion of the universe
(such as foam theory).

Afterwards, we were taken to
the Synchrocyclotron where
we found out how protons
are accelerated (using electric
fields — a topic we had just
covered at Benenden). We
were then driven to the
Compact Muon Solenoid
(CMS) and were taken on

a tour of the machinery

100 metres underground —
the tour was only possible
because of the CMS being
upgraded so we were really
lucky to get that close to such
an important part of the
Large Hadron Collider.

We then had lunch with our
tour guide so we could gain
a further insight into what
he does at CERN. After this
we went to the Antimatter
Factory and for most of us,
this was the highlight of the
trip.

Using Professor Parker’s
connections, we were given
a tour of the Antimatter
Factory by one of the

only people in the world
who knows how to make
antimatter. Professor Jeffrey
Hangst explained the theory
behind both antihydrogen’s
nature and manufacture

the expected characteristics
being the same as hydrogen
and how its manufacture
would be a challenge given
the difficulty of creating and

slowing down antiprotons.
We then went to visit the
Globe of Science and
Innovation and of course
the gift shop to round off our
CERN experience.

On Sunday, after packing
up, we headed to a park

in Geneva for their
Remembrance Service.
Although the service was
in French, we all wanted
to observe the two-minute
silence and watch the
parade. We then headed to
the Museum of the History
of Science.

Highlights included the
world’s first battery, electron
microscope and general
measuring apparatus (like
compasses and weighing
scales). We then walked to
St Peter’s Caathedral and up
quite a lot of stairs to look
over Geneva.

Finally, we headed to the
airport and back to school -
ready for Physics in Period 1
the next morning.

Opverall, it was a really
enjoyable and educational
experience — it was amazing
to witness what goes on

at CERN first-hand and
Geneva was a really beautiful
city. A massive thank you to
everyone who made the trip
possible.

Exploring Particle Physics

LHC at a Glance
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i detectors 100m underground *
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The first electron microscope at the
Museum of the History of Science




TRIPS

Grenada

During Half Term 16 girls went to the Caribbean island for a combined Scuba
and Biology trip. Highlights included seeing octopus, turtles, stingrays and
nursing sharks and visiting an amazing underwater sculpture park.

Each day we would get up,
eat an amazing breakfast of
pancakes, and set off on the
boat to our first dive site.

The weather throughout the
whole week was absolutely
gorgeous, and we would spend
the journeys sunbathing,
playing music and chatting.

When we reached the dive site
we would then put on all our
gear, which we had already
prepared before setting off,
something that we definitely
got better at throughout the
week!

The water was a beautiful
turquoise and the visibility was
perfect, as well as it being so
warm that often we didn’t wear
our wetsuits!

However, this was nothing
compared to what we would
find under the surface:
stunning coral, endless colours
and patterns of fish, and an
incredible range of other
wildlife, ranging from octopus

and lobsters to sharks and
turtles.

We would then surface

for around half an hour’s
break, in which we spent our
time jumping off the boat,
snorkelling and sunbathing
some more. Afterwards, we
would do our second dive of
the day before heading back
for a delicious lunch at the
hotel.

Following a break at the hotel
we would set off on our third
and final dive of the day, then
come back to the hotel and
have free time, in which we
swam in the pool and relaxed
in our rooms, and then sat
down and had dinner together.

We also did a few wreck dives,
and reef clean-ups — it was
incredible to see how much
litter we found in just one tiny
spot on one small reef in the
Caribbean Sea, and was really
eye-opening to experience the
profound effect that rubbish
has on aquatic life.

My favourite part of the trip
definitely had to be one of the
afternoon dives, in which a
small group of us went down,
only to about five metres, and
found around 30 stingrays
swimming beneath us.

They were feeding on squid
being dropped by a fishing
boat above us, and we soon
found ourselves entranced by
this most spectacular view,
staying down there for over an
hour.

Coming up we found the most
beautiful sunset: a perfect way
to end such an amazing day.

The whole trip was the most
fantastic experience, we

learnt so much about our
extraordinary surroundings
and the marine life, as well as
having a lot of fun and getting
to know each other in the
process. We were all very sad

to have to leave and come back

to rainy England!

Kate Gouriet
Six One

The group were blessed with gorgeous
weather throughout the trip
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Into the water!

' Spottt_ed Eagle Ray
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The Grenada Scuba diving trip was
phenomenal, it allowed me to complete
both my open water and advanced
purse. The open water course is the
rst course which any diver has to
omplete. Through this course one
earns the techniques needed in order to
be a safe and successful diver.

When we arrived in Grenada this was
the course we compl ed. For many of

slig] S
beyt ond incr cdlbk to complcu it. W hll\l
we were out there girls completing the
Open Water course were also able to
complete their advanced. This course
was incredible, allowing us to go down
to depths of 30m but also teaching us
how to Scuba dive in a simple way,
allowing less oxygen to be used up in a
shorter amount of time, and how to dive
with the current.

Completing the advanced course

meant we saw a greater variety of sea
life including a Black Tip Reef Shark,
turtles and stingrays at shallower depths.
The whole experience was surreal, and
it was a trip of a lifetime that will not be
forgotten.

Izzy Selby
Six One




Red Square illuminated

Russia

During October Half Term, 23 Sixth Form students embarked on a trip to Moscow and

St Petersburg. Six Twos Hermione Barnes and Isabella Scott Wells report.

While in Moscow we were able to have
a wide range of experiences.

We were first able to visit Red Square
at night, which included the famous
St Basil’s Cathedral with its colourful
domes, and also take an outside look
at the Kremlin.

We were shown around the city by our
tour guide Natalya, travelling a lot on
the Russian Metro, which contains
statues and murals in every
station, making for a
beautiful interior.
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We had the opportunity to go inside
the Kremlin which allowed us to see
where Vladimir Putin works as well as
where previous Russian leaders such
as Stalin had lived. We were also able
to see the body of previous Russian
leader, Lenin, who was embalmed by
the state and kept in Moscow.

In the evenings, we were treated to
many fun activities such as watching
an ice hockey match played against
the national champions CSKA and
visiting an old arcade with classic
soviet-era games for us to play. To
finish our time in Moscow, we visited
a Second World War museum. It was
very interesting to see the perspective
of the war from the other side of
Europe.
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Our travel experience from Moscow
to St Petersburg, an overnight

train, was definitely an experience!
With four people per cabin room,

it was a bit close! That evening we
had the wonderful opportunity of
experiencing a Russian folk dancing
act followed by a traditional dinner in
a palace.

The next day, we visited the Peter and
Paul Fortress and Prisons and had a
very engaging guided tour.

Next we visited the Hermitage, which
was very interesting, especially for
the History of Art students. This had
incredible artwork and was a great
experience. Then we had the amazing
opportunity to see the Russian ballet
at the famous Mariinsky Theatre,
which was spectacular for our last
evening.

The next morning, we had a well-
earned lie-in before departing for the
airport.

Overall, this was an educational,

interesting and fun trip which
we really recommend to

I anyone who has this
opportunity in

the future.
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Nepal

As we went to print 17
Benenden girls'were a few
days into an incredible

trek in the Himalayas in
Nepal, where they will
eventually reach Annapurna
Base Camp at an-altitude of

4,130m.

We will feature a full report in the next issue

of The Term magazine, but for now we can
catch up with their first few days in an amazing
country courtesy of Barry Imms, our Head of
Outdoor Education, who is leading the trip.

6 December

The flight from Heathrow to Abu Dhabi was a
pleasant one with so much food and beverages —
Etihad really looked after us.

The adventure has well and truly begun.

7 December

We have arrived in Pokhara after a long coach
journey which took us through beautiful
scenery. The girls thoroughly enjoyed secing
the diverse culture of Nepal but are now ready
to experience everything that the trekking will
offer, albeit a little apprehensively.

We have an early start tomorrow before we
walk from Nayapul to Banthanti which will be
challenging towards the end as the girls get their
first real taste of Nepalese steps.

9 December

We have had a great day today and are now at
Ghorepani which is 2,750m. Tomorrow we will
summit Poon Hill (3,200m) early and then walk
to Chuile for a very cold night stop.

The girls have been amazing and in good spirits;
they even broke into song and dance on the
trail. We have started writing the postcards for
those who have asked for them and the girls
have genuinely been revising, even at lunch
break.

10 December 2019

We had an early start (5.00am) to make the
ascent of Poon Hill for sunrise. It is a difficult
450m elevation going from 2,750m to 3,200m.
A cold but very rewarding start to the day, we
have now sat down for breakfast before we head
off for a longer day of walking as we trek to
Chuile.

The group is in good spirits and a few have
faced their own challenge this morning. Moving
down in elevation, everyone will feel much
better as the oxygen increases.

TRIPS
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Our Russian delegates at Cambridge

MUN

Autumn has been a busy
term for our Model
United Nations team.
Over the next four pages
we summarise the array
of conferences they have
participated in and the
invaluable experiences
they have benefited
from.

Marianne Balo

L gun engrossed in the act] .
‘Cambrldge € action at

Cambridge University International MUN - 13-15
September

Benenden represented the Russian Federation and Myanmar
in a range of committees and councils. We had an extremely
successful conference with a large number of Benenden
resolutions being debated, excellent participation in committees
and a strong performance in General Assembly by members of
both delegations.

In addition to all the usual benefits of going to a Model UN
conference, the girls got to stay in Clare College for their
accommodation, they attended a formal meal at Wolfson College
and had a talk on applying to the university. This gave all girls,
whether aspiring to study at Cambridge or not, an invaluable
taste of university life.

The General Assembly and Closing Ceremony taking place in
the intimidating environment of the Cambridge Union Society
Hall was a great finale.

The girls earned a string of awards, including Honourable
mentions for Nicole Lee and Honor Gibbs, Highly Commended
Delegates for Issy Young, Mira Reichenbach, Eliza Stevenson-
Hamilton and Lavinia Webb, and Distinguished Delegate
awards for Sophie Moody-Stuart and Lily Locke. Our Myanmar
delegation won the Best Delegation Award.

"~ Elizabeth Fairweather picked up an

Carlotta Wright in debate at Reigate :

Reigate MUN - 5 October

We represented Ukraine, Equatorial Guinea and the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK).

Even though the group were largely inexperienced delegates the girls got
involved in a number of committees. Some of their success can be put down to
involvement in a Fifth-only special weekly MUN preparation programme.

Several of those Fifths who wrote resolutions had them debated. In particular
Amelia Lowis had her resolution passed in committee and it was very nearly
debated in General Assembly. Scarlett Mansfield did very well dealing with the
pressures of Security Council. Jamie Barbour and Carlotta Wright also had
their resolutions discussed in committee, doing very well to field tricky Points
of Information (POIs) from other delegates. Aliya Adebowale and Annabel
Kearsey offered excellent amendments and Tabitha Graham made some
msightful POIs. Well done to all the Fifths who took part.

Of the more experienced Benenden representatives, Lily Phillips was an
excellent chair in Disarmament and Security. Elizabeth Fairweather and
Oreoluwa Adeogun also had their resolutions discussed in committee.

As delegates of DPRK they did very well balancing views which were hard to
defend, with constructive resolution writing and debate.

Opverall Benenden girls did much to improve the level of debate in committees
and also got involved in General Assembly, making speeches and asking POls.

We gained several awards, with Oreoluwa Adeogun and Elizabeth Fairweather
both named Outstanding Delegate, Amelia Lowis a Highly Commended
Delegate and our DPRK delegation were named Highly Commended
Delegation.

Outstanding Delegate award at Reigate ’
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Oxford Global MUN - 15-17 November

Representing eight different countries and spread across just
three committees, this was a different approach from usual,
but it worked really well and all the girls, both experienced
Six Ones and relatively new Fifths, all got into their stride

er-Smyth,

Our award-winning team at Royal Russell: Keara McKie, Alice Halbland
Annabel Kearsey and Fara Bakare

really well, putting in tremendous performances.

Royal Russell MUN - 19-22 October

Benenden MUNers represented China and Sri Lanka and
played a full part in proceedings throughout the conference:
from two excellent Ambassador speeches at the Opening
Ceremony and speeches and POIs in committee through to
speeches and POIs during General Assembly.

Excellent resolutions had been produced prior to the conference,
so lobbying was effective for the Benenden delegates, with several
resolutions making their way to debate in committee.

Fara Bakare’s outstanding resolution on ‘improving water
sanitation and hygiene in conflict zones’” was debated 